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Fortas reportedly 
opposed inquiry 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — FBI director 
v J. Edgar Hoover was told President 
• Lyndon Johnson's close friend and 
adviser, Abe Fortas, opposed a presi- 
dential commission looking into the 
Kennedy assassination, according to a 
memo released Wednesday. 

Fortas. who resigned bis seat on the 
Supreme Court after he was accused of 
accepting $20,000 in legal fees from the 

1 Alfred Parvtn Foundation while still a 
Justice, told UPI the memo was “an 
absolute fantasy ... a total fabrica- 
tion.” 

Five days after President Kennedy 
was assassinated on Nov. 27, 1963, an 
office memorandum from FBI officer 
Courtney Evans to deputy director 
Allan Belmont said the deputy attorney 
general. Nicholas Katzenbach, “had 
learned on an extremely confidential 
basis that Abe Fortas, the Washington 
lawyer, had been In touch with Presi- 
dent Johnson and had argued against 
the idea of having a presidential com- 
mission look into the Kennedy assassi- 
nation .” 

Over this paragraph was a handwrit- 
ten notation: “Migawd.” 
t- “Fortas* argument to Johnson.” 
Evans said, “was that for the president 
to announce the formation of such a 
commission would merely suggest that 
there was evidence of something other 
than Oswald alone killing Kennedy 
and thus build up public speculation. 
“Fortas’ second argument . . . was 


that the formation of such a commis- 
sion would cause a reflection on the 
FBI Fortas, of course, is no friend of 
the bureau and there would appear to 
be some obvious underhanded motive 
in his using us in his argument 
although we don’t know what this is.” 
Under that paragraph. Hoover 
wrote: “certainly something sinister 
here” 

“That is absurd,” Fortas told UPI. “1 
made no such recommendation and it’s 
an absolute fantasy ... a total fabrica- 
tion. At no time did I make any such 

( recommendation The contrary is true, 
as a matter of fact. Never any doubt 
that an investigation had to be made.” 
Katzenbach, now a lawyer with IBM, 
told UPI in a telephone interview from 
Armonk, N.Y., he could not recall such 
a report. 

“1 certainly don't remember any- 
thing about that memo or about Mr. 
Fortas being opposed to it (the 
commission)," he said 
1 On the contrary, Katzenbach said, 
Fortas supported an investigative 
commission. "In point of fact,” he said, 
“when the president decided to go 
ahead with the commission, Fortas was 
active in trying to help form it” 

President Johnson’s regard for For- 
tas was “so high" he couldn’t conceive 
of the president misquoting Fortas. But 
Katzenbach paused, then added with a 
laugh, “LBJ was perfectly capable of 
telling someone something else.” 
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control of probe 


detailed in documents 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — Immediately 
after the Kennedy assassination, J. 
Edgar Hoover moved to establish FBI 
control of the investigation and Dallas 
agents were warned "not to assume the 
police are going to handle this proper- 
ly,” documents showed Wednesday 

Hoover, in a memo to other FBI offi- 
cials, said he telephoned Arty. Gen. 
Robert F. Kennedy within 15 minutes 
of the shooting and infornied him of 
the assassination attempt. 

The attorney general asked that the 
FBI “do whatever we could” in connec- 
tion with the shooting, Hoover said It 
was the first word Robert Kennedy had 
I received on his brother’s death. 

That game day, memos show, Hoover 
talked by telephone with Secret Service 
Chief James Rowley and said his 
1 agency was willing to work with 
Rowley’s. Several days later, however, 
Rowley made clear he understood the 
FBI was “completely . handling" the 
investigation. 

HOOVER ALSO made sure the job 
was not left to Dallas law officials. 

Just hours after the shooting, one of 
Hoover’s top aides told the FBI chief in 
Dallas he must “be sure and not assume 
that the police are going to handle this 
properly; that we must conduct a vigor- 
ous and thorough investigation to 
come up with the answer.” 

Four days after the assassination, 
Hoover spoke to CIA Chief John 
McCone. He said McCone sought reas- 
surance his agents were doing all they 
to help the FBI. 


"I assured Mr. McCone we had the 
very best support we could possibly 
expect from CIA,” Hoover said. 

BESIDES GATHERING all the sup- 
port he could for the FBI investigation, 
Hoover put together portraits of the 
chief figures in the probe. 

Documents showed he was familiar 
with Lee Harvey Oswald’s record and 
within hours of Oswald's arrest. Hoo- 
ver had put him "in the category of a 
nut and the extremist pro-Castro 
crowd.” 

After Jack Ruby was arrested for 
shooting Oswald. Hoover described 
Ruby as “a shady character from the 
hoodlum element of Chicago.” Ruby, 
he said, "has a poor background, runs a 
nightclub in Dallas, and is what would 
be. called a police buff.” 

As the investigation progressed, the 
FBI received hundreds of documents, 
among them a letter from Nazi Party 
Commander George Lincoln Rockwell, 
who said the FBI should “keep a care- 
ful watch” on 27 of his associates dur- 
ing its investigation. 

Rockwell denounced the assassina- 
tion and admitted his organization 
attracted lunatic elements who "are 
very hard to get rid of.” 

On Nov. 29, ♦ Lyndon Johnson 
appointed Earl Warren to head an inde- 
pendent commission investigating the 
assassination and the FBI moved into 
the background.' 

But there were so many “leaks” 
from the panel that commission lead- 
ers asked the FBI to look into the situa- 
tion. 


